Studies of MAL gene in human esophageal cancer by RNA in situ hybridization.
To observe the expression of MAL gene mRNA in esophageal cancer tissue and adjacent epithelial mucosa. Non-radioactive RNA in situ hybridization. MAL gene was expressed in all epithelia of 33 matched samples but only in 8 of esophageal cancer tissues. Differential expression between esophageal cancer tissues and adjacent epithelia was not related to clinical parameters. Down-regulation of MAL may be an important event in the development of esophageal cancer.